William Lewis "Bill" Blair
March 26, 2019

William Lewis “Bill” Blair, 93, died March 26, 2019. He was born in North Little Rock on
October 7, 1925 to Manchie Lee and Opal Tarvin Blair who predeceased him, along with
his older brother, Ashby O’Neal “Neal” Blair.
He is survived by his wife, Suzanne “Sue” Blair; two sons, John Blair (Pam) and their
children, Britney (Brett), Kyle, Riley, Hannah and Walker and granddaughter, Madelyn
Grace; and Greg Blair (Julie) and their children, Jason, Jacob, Justin and Ashley; niece,
Susan Hickman (Jim) and nephew, Steve Blair (Susan); and many great nieces and
nephews.
Bill graduated from Little Rock High School where he played in the band; then served in
the U.S. Navy during World War II. He graduated from the University of Arkansas Law
School in Fayetteville where he was president of Lambda Chi Alpha, member of Delta
Theta Phi, Alpha Kappa Psi, Blue Key, Student Senate, president of Inter-Fraternity
Council, Razorback Band and the Acappella Choir. He was voted Campus Notable in
1951.
Mr. Blair practiced law in Springdale where he also served as City Attorney. He moved to
Little Rock, practiced law and retired from Worthen Bank and Trust Company after 32
years as Senior Trust Officer and Vice-President. He was also a graduate of the Stonier
School of Banking at Rutgers University. He served as president and life member of the
Downtown Kiwanis Club of Little Rock and Kiwanis regional Lt. Governor and was a
George Hixson Fellow. He was past president of the Central Arkansas Estate Council,
member of the Arkansas Choral Society, cast member and producer of the Pulaski County
Bar Association Gridiron for 32 years, and served on the boards of the Arkansas
Symphony, Arkansas Diabetes Association and SCAT.
He volunteered for LifeQuest, was a member of the Grande Maumelle Sailing club since
1965, was a Bible teacher at the Arkansas Veterans Home and was an usher for the
Razorback games at War Memorial Stadium for 40 years.

As a member of Immanuel Baptist Church, he sang in the choir for 27 years, played in the
orchestra, taught a men’s Bible class and worked in the Food Pantry. He was a student of
history and Bible prophecy. He was proud of his family, and of his loyalty and
dependability in all his endeavors.
Services will be held at Immanuel Baptist Church on Monday, April 1 at 10:30 a.m.,
officiated by Rev. Rick Jaggars. A reception will follow the service at the church.
Memorials may be made to the Joseph Pfeifer Kiwanis Camp, 5512 Ferndale Cutoff, Little
Rock, AR 72223 or to Immanuel Baptist Church Food Pantry, 501 N. Shackleford, Little
Rock, AR 72211.
Arrangements by Little Rock Funeral Home, 8801 Knoedl Ct., (501) 224-2200. Mr. Blair’s
online guestbook may be signed at www.littlerockfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Sue and the family. They are such wonderful
people and I was sorry to hear this news. My love to them.

Tina Rouse Bell - April 11, 2019 at 04:53 PM

“

We have many fond memories Bill during his volunteering LifeQuest years while
enjoying his friendship. Bill was a wonderful loving person who cared for everyone he
met. We also were volunteers with him in the early 1980's for the Razorback games
at War Memorial Stadium.
Our heartfelt sympathy to Sue and the family as you grieve the loss of Bill.
Bob and jo Ann McQuade

Bob and Jo Ann McQuade - April 02, 2019 at 05:22 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of William Lewis "Bill"
Blair.

March 31, 2019 at 02:48 PM

“

One of my fondest memories of Bill was the day he won his first five games in a row
playing Mah-jongg at my house. He was so elated and held the record for a long
time. Bill was one of the kindest men I've come to know. He was always a gentleman
and enjoyed talking with everyone. Although he had many accomplishments, his
kindness to so many will be his legacy. He will be missed greatly. My condolences to
Sue and his family.

Debi Bean - March 31, 2019 at 10:32 AM

“

I first met Bill in 1977 when we were forming the Arkansas Scottish Cultural Society.
Bill, with his many contacts in the Little Rock area, provided invaluable assistance to
ASCS in the early days... except when he was saddled with a nutter best left
unnamed to act as Bill's assistant when we were preparing for our first Scottish
Highland Games. I can't recall who he wanted to choke the most, me for giving the
nutter to Bill, or the nutter who wanted to construct a giant burning cross atop
Pinnacle Mountain to create some publicity for our group! Turas sàbhailte air ais gu
Gàidhealtachd o 'Home

Dave Chagnon - March 29, 2019 at 09:56 PM

